
PLEASE ADD YOUR LETTERHEAD AND SEND EMAIL TO Julia.Reyes@sen.ca.gov and SUBMIT TO https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/

DATE, 2026

The Honorable Matt Haney, Chair
Committee on Housing and Community Development
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 5740
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1117 (CERVANTES) ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS: IMPACT FEES – SUPPORT

Dear Chair Haney,
 	
On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION], I write in support of Senate Bill 1117, which will reduce barriers to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) production by ensuring that local impact fees are calculated fairly and proportionately, consistent with state housing policy.

[OPTIONAL: INSERT BRIEF STATEMENT ABOUT WHY YOUR ORGANIZATION SUPPORTS SB 1117 AND/OR HOW IT WILL IMPACT YOUR MEMBERS. IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO INCLUDE A STATEMENT, PLEASE DELETE THIS PARAGRAPH.]

California is currently facing a significant housing shortage, which has driven up costs and limited opportunities for both renters and potential homeowners. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) have emerged as one of the most effective solutions for quickly and cost-effectively adding homes. These small units offer relatively affordable rental options, support multigenerational living arrangements, and enable homeowners to earn rental income, helping to offset rising housing costs and mortgage payments.

However, the current interpretation of state law in some jurisdictions has resulted in an arbitrary “fee cliff.” While ADUs of 750 square feet or smaller are exempt from most local impact fees, homeowners who construct slightly larger units often face impact fees that apply to the full square footage of the ADU, including the first 750 square feet that would typically be exempt. In communities where fees range from $10 to $30 per square foot, this can lead to a sudden increase in project costs by thousands of dollars. For many homeowners, these unexpected expenses make constructing an ADU financially unfeasible.

SB 1117 clarifies and strengthens the existing ADU law by ensuring local governments assess impact fees only
on the portion of an ADU exceeding 750 square feet. By aligning the fee calculations in law with the intent of the Legislature, the bill promotes consistent statewide implementation, reduces unnecessary cost burdens on homeowners, and supports continued ADU permitting as a pathway to increasing sustainable homeownership in California.

For these reasons, [YOUR ORGANIZATION] is proud to support SB 1117 (Cervantes).

Sincerely,

[Signature]
[Typed Name]

